
MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES STATISTICS SURVEY
The Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey (MRFSS) is a 
nation-wide program implemented in 1979 by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) as a means to establish a 
reliable database for estimating the impact of recreational fishing 
on marine resources. This survey is conducted in all U.S. coastal 
states. The information is used by Fishery Management Councils, 
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), as 
well as Federal and State resource agencies to formulate fishery
management plans, to evaluate future demands on fish stocks 
and to predict and evaluate the impact of fishery regulations. 
Estimates generated from this survey include: total number of 
fish caught, released and harvested; the weight of the harvest; 
total number of angler trips; and number of people participating
in marine recreational fishing. In most states the NMFS contracts 
private individuals to do this survey work. In Maine, the DMR 
has assumed responsibility for the survey because it was shown 
that we greatly improved on the accuracy and quantity of the 
information being collected. Further, the DMR is able to increase 
the number of angler interviews collected during the season 
several fold beyond the NMFS requirements for Maine, giving us 
a significantly improved database that generates more precise 
estimates.

*All 2004 values are preliminary 
and subject to change.

MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERIES STATISTICS SURVEY

Harvest:  All fish that were kept (includes fish 
that were released dead).

Total Catch:  All fish caught, whether 
harvested or released alive.
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Maine Resident Anglers 159,228 142,204 143,404 188,340 132,726

Out of State Anglers 150,442 166,015 172,154 169,763 154,573

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004*

Number of Anglers Recreational Fishing 
in Maine

Total 309,670 308,220 315,558 358,103 287,299

Sample Distribution

Sites Visited During 
May and June 2004

Number of Times Visited

1 - 2
3 - 4
5 - 7
8 - 11
12 - 15

Sites Visited During 
July and August 2004

Number of Times Visited

1 - 2
3 - 4
5 - 7
8 - 11
12 - 15

Sites Visited During 
September and 
October 2004

Number of Times Visited

1 - 2
3 - 4
5 - 7
8 - 11
12 - 15

Sites Visited 2004

Number of Times Visited

1 - 5
6 - 10
11 - 20
21 - 30
31 - 40

Sites Visited 2003

Number of Times Visited

1 - 5
6 - 10
11 - 20
21 - 30
31 - 40

Sites Visited 2002

Number of Times Visited

1 - 5
6 - 10
11 - 20
21 - 30
31 - 40
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1,709,739
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